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SUBJECT: FCO MEETING TO COORDINATE BRITISH BERLIN POLICY 

REF: BONN 5633 

1 . UK AMBASSADOR WRIGHT IS SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH US 
AMBASSADOR TOMORROW AT 12:30 P.M. AT EORMER'S REQUEST. 

WE HAVE BEEN TOLD IN STRICT CONFIDENCE BY MEMBERS OE UK 
EMBASSY THAT THE PURPOSE OE THE MEETING IS TO OBTAIN US 
AMBASSADOR'S VIEWS ON THE WORK OE THE BONN GROUP AND TO 
DISCUSS THE SIMILARITIES AND DIEFERENCES BETWEEN US AND 
UK BERLIN POLICY. THIS IS IN PREPARATION EOR A MEETING 

ON MAY 23 IN LONDON, PRESUMABLY TO BE CHAIRED BY 
SECRETARY OE STATE OWEN AND ATTENDED BY UK AMBASSADORS 
IN BONN, BERLIN AND MOSCOW, FOR THE PURPOSE OF COORDINA- 
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TING UK BERLIN POLICY BEEORE ACTIVE CONSULTATION 
BEGINS ON CONTINGENCY PLANNING. THE DEPARTMENT WILL 
RECALL THAT HIBBERT HAD CONSULTATIONS IN BONN ON 
MARCH 28 (REETEL) AND HIS VIEWS ARE NOT EULLY SHARED 
BY SOME IN THE ECO OR UK EMBASSY BONN. 

2. COMMENT: AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, DEPUTY UNDER 
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SECRETARY HIBBERT HAS BEEN A SPANNER IN THE WORKS OF 
THE BONN GROUP FOR SOME TIME. HOWEVER, THE RECENT 
PREPARATION OF THE ASSESSMENT FOR THE MAY QUADRI- 
PARTITE DINNER WAS LESS TEDIOUS THAN FOR THE DECEMBER 
QUADRIPARTITE DINNER AND WE UNDERSTAND FROM BONN GROUP 
COLLEAGUES THAT HIBBERT WAS RELATIVELY RESTRAINED AT THE 
LONDON MEETING. SINCE HIBBERT REPORTEDLY CONSIDERS 
POSSIBLE INTERFERENCE WITH ALLIED PATROLS TO BE OF FAR 
GREATER IMPORTANCE THAN THE MEASURES THE GDR TOOK 
EARLIER THIS YEAR, IT APPEARS TO US THAT THE UK POSITION 
ON BERLIN MAY BE CLOSER TO THE US AND ERENCH POSITION 
THAN IT HAS BEEN IN THE RECENT PAST. HOWEVER, WHAT 
SOMETIMES APPEARS TO US TO BE A UK OBSESSION WITH 
"PRECISION OF LANGUAGE" (UK BONN GROUP REP EYERS HAS 
TOLD US THAT HE WAS GIVEN A LONG LECTURE ON THIS 
SUBJECT BY HIBBERT BEFORE COMING TO BONN) STILL TENDS 
TO IMPEDE BONN GROUP WORK. 

3. IF THE DEPARTMENT HAS ANY PARTICULAR POINTS WHICH 
IT WOULD LIKE THE AMBASSADOR TO MAKE TO AMBASSADOR WRIGHT 
TOMORROW (WHICH POINTS WILL PRESUMABLY BE REPEATED IN 
LONDON), PLEASE LET US KNOW. 
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